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Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of audit committees in narrowing the
expectations gap in internal auditing, by defining the nature of audit committees,
their activities and objectives, explaining the concept of the expectations gap and
the reasons for its existence, and clarifying the role of audit committees in
improving the quality of internal audit performance. The researcher used the
descriptive method to test the study hypotheses. The study relied on a random
sample of (20) individuals for each company, distributed among (6) oil companies
owned by the National Oil Corporation in Libya. The study found that audit
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committees have a role in reducing the expectations gap in internal auditing by
supporting the efficiency and effectiveness of the internal audit function and
supervising it and strengthening the independence of the internal auditor. The
study recommended the need for audit committees to participate in selecting all
auditors in the internal audit department, and to work to enhance the strengths that
enable the audit committee to narrow the expectations gap in internal auditing.
Keywords: Audit committees - expectations gap - internal audit
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